Seventh and Eighth Grade Curriculum Guide 2007-2008

7™ and 8™ Grade Humanities: American History and Literature: Early United States
History (1500-1870)

English

This year@ Engdlish course focuses on the study of early American literature, from pre-
colonia to pog Civil War, and key components of thewriting process. Theliterature
students read in class undescores the themes of the changing character and diversity of
the American experience with an emphasis on freedom and pivotal momentsin American
history. Additiondly, students work to improvewriting and editing skillsin order to
prepare for high school. Students are assessed on a variety of assignments, induding
creative writing, essay writing, groupand individual projects, andtests. Guiding
guestionsindude How can the study of American literature inform our undestanding of
the United States historically and in the present? Wha congitutes American culture and
who decides? How do time period and context influence people® actionsand attitudes?
How does culture influence who we are as indviduds and members of a community?
Each of these questionswill be examined in class throughdiscussion, project-based
assignments, oral and written presentationsand a variety of collaborative and individud
tasks.

Writing

It is essential for middle school students to gain confidence in ther skills as writers and
speakers. In thiscourse, students joumd and write podry, memoir, and critical essay.
Students review more difficult components of grammar with thegod of incorporating
conaeptsinto their own writing and editing processes. Specificaly, students begin
refining thar essay writing skills with 1-paragraph essays, proceeding to 3 and 5-
paragraph works. Students write effective and corvindng essays tha indudea strong
thesis, an argument suppoted with evidence, and aconduson tha displaysingghtinto a
topic of study. Students have the oppatunity to write both creative and expostory pieces
with a priority placed on enhanding studentsQebilities to express ideas and complete a
comprehengve written andysis. Ultimately, writing is both an individud and
collaborative process, andtimeis spent in class working with peers aswell as
individudly revising written work.

Literature

Students read and andyze some of the salient works of early American literature.
Throughthis study, they identify major themes in pre-colonial to pog Civil War
American literature and read both critically and for enjoyment. The American literature
selected for theyear correspondswith the historical periodsexamined in soda studiesin
order for studentsto gan greater undestanding of the culture and life experiences of the
time period. Emphasisis aso placed on connecting themes fromtheliterature to
studentsGown life experiences and current globd issues. Major works read in class may
indudeliterature by Mark Twain, Walt Whitman, Henry David Thoreau, Stephen Crane,



Lois Lowry, Frederick Douglas, and Emily Dickinson. Additiond authors, poans, short
stories and plays are d'so induded in the course. In addition to assigned work, students
are expected to spend time each week reading a book of ther own choice. Oncea
trimester, students will present on abookagreed upon by both student and teacher.

Grammar and Spelling

An undestanding of grammar is essentia in order for students to improvether skills as
they become more advanced writers and communicators. Lessonsfocuson reviewing
previousgrammar conaepts and introduang complex grammar modeds. In paticular,
students review: parts of speech, phrases (adjective and adverb phrases, prepostiond
phrases), misplaced and dangling modifiers, clauses, subject/verb agreement,
complements, figures of speech, active/passive voice, use of commaand semicolon,
capitalization, and types of sentences. Spdling concepts and rules are reviewed.
Throughstudy of both spdling and grammar, students develop skills as editors of thar
own writing and their peersGin order to immediately utilize these concepts. The primary
text for spdlingis Megawords 7.

Vocabulary

Studying vocabulary hdpsstudents develop ther skills as readers, writers, and speakers.
Vocabulary development in the middle school focuses specifically on Latin rootsand
contextud usage Students develop skillsto first learn new vocabulary words recognize
them in context and findly use them in ther own speaking and writing. Vocabulary from
Classical Roots B isthetext used for vocabulary lessons

History

Thefocusof thisyear is early American history. Using The American Nation and primary
sources as a framework, the class will explore early American civilization throughthe
Civil War. Students will study thesodal, econonic, and political history aswell asthe
events tha have shgped the county welive in today. Theclass will examine how
interpretationsand meaningsof freedom equdity, davery, and democracy have
developal over time. Guiding questionsindude How can the study of American history
inform our unde'standing of our county today? How is American history to be
undestoodin aglobd context? How have geography, environment and expanson
shgped life and eventsin this county? What are our responsbilities as citizens of the
United States?

Throughclass discussion, respon® questions and careful study of primary doauments,
students will learn to condruct and articulate strong and informed arguments with solid
suppoting evidence. Students will develop close reading skills by learning to identify
key and suppoting themes and arguments, and then summarizing, critiquing and
elaborating on these arguments in class. Mini-research projects and presentationsallow
students the oppotunity to gaher, organize, and synthesize information. Thecourseis
writing intengve. Alongwith reading every night, students respondto questionsand
formulate their own questionsfor discussion. Through practice essays, studentslearn to
write clearly and condsely utilizing historical evidence to suppot ther arguments and
convey meaning. By examining primary doauments contextudly and paticipaingin



such activities as mock trials, debaes, and writing editorials for period newspapers,
students practice adoping different perspectivesin order to increase their undestanding
of history and get awindowinto thethoughs and opinionsof the past.

7™ and 8™ Grade Mathematics

Thefocus of the seventh and eighth grade mathematics courses isto develop a mastery of
algebra, the basic languaye of science and thefoundation of higher mathematics.
Throughdevel oping problem-solving abilities and demongrating skills in handson,
applied math projects, students pass throughthe gaeway to highe mathematics.

Seventh grade students begin thar exploration of higha mathematics with a study of
mathematical ways of thinking, number sequences, fundions symmetry, and
mathematical curves. Theprimary text for this unit is Mathematics, A Human Endeavor,
3rd ed., by Harold Jacobs Mid-year, students begin to formalize their study of agebraas
they begin work in Algebra I: Expressions, Equations and Applications, by Paul Foerster.
Students explore the use of algebraic expressionsand equaions master opaationswith
signad numbers; explore polynomials and factoring; and briefly study quadratic
equaions By year® end, each seventh grader is comfortable assigning and subdituting
variables; manipulating equaionsto express a desired variable; solving equaions
containing asingle variable; and graphing linear and parabadlic fundions

Studentsin eighth grade continuework in Algebra I: Expressions, Equations and
Applications. They learn theutility of thevariable; the use of formulae; equaionswith
two unknowns the complexities of rationd and radical algebra; inequdities; and
advanced fundionsandther graphs For much of theyear, students focuson solving
word problems and applying algebra as atool for prediction and modding. At the
completion of this course, eighth grade students have a strongfounddion in algebra tha
prepares them for the highe mathematics courses offered in high school.

In addition to mastering the mechanics of algebra, each student is encouraged to further
develop higher own creative problem solving abilities. This objective is accomplished
througha variety of chdlenging problems calling on varied techniques to reach solutions
Students study problem solving techniques such as guess and check, finding a patern,
and matrix logic, as presented in thetext Crossing the River With Dogs by Ken Johnn.
Throughout each student is encouraged to think and reason while drawingon al of
his’her previousmathematics study.

Handson applied math/science projects such as building cranes and catapults or
calculating stream velodties and discharge give students the oppotunity to practice and
develop skills such as estimation, technical drawing, the use of fundionsand equaionsto
predict outcomes, daaandysis and statistics. Students prepare for standadized tests by
practicing test-taking strategies, working on computationd speed in daly warm-upsand
completing spiral review of skillsand material from previousyears. Students are
chdlenged by this demanding yet rewarding course as they explore the power and utility
of algebra.



7™ and 8" Grade Science: Physical Science

Thephyscal science course, a combination of chemistry and physcs, introduces 7"/8"
grade students to the basics of laboratory science. In this course, students regularly
employ the scientific methodto understand questionsand unver thetheories, prindples
and laws tha govern the physcal world.

Students begin the year exploring mass, volume, densty, force, motionand energy. In
this unit they build and andyze modd structures such as cranes, bridges and towers and
study projectile motion while building catapults. Then the class examines matter@
building blocks, states, and propaties as they explore the propaties of solids liquidsand
gasses. Thisunit leadsinto a study of the periodic table and an introdudion to chemistry.
Students learn basic |ab safety as they peform experiments such as electroplating,
electrolysis, and learn the prope techniques of glass bending to make basic laboratory
appaatus Students complete individud research projects on fud cells, aternaive
energies and the progpect of hydrogen power. To finish theyear, the class studies forensic
science. In thisunit, students combinether knowedgeof physcs, chemistry and biology
asthey learn to andyze fingeprints, har samples, and hand writing samples. Students
learn to bloodtype and examinetherole of DNA as evidence. In amystery powder unit,
students use variouslab tests to determine the compostion of variousunknown powders.
Findly, theclass combines reasoning and laboratory skills to solve amocdk crime.

Formal doaumentation of experiments and findings is an essential skill for successin the
advanced science classes taughtin high school. Throughouttheyear, students are
expected to write ever-inareasingly detailed lab reports for experiments and projects.
Students learn to andyze error both quantitatively and quditatively. Throughoutthe
course, students regularly call onther developing algebra skills as they work with
formulas, bdance chemical equaionsand graph experimental results. By theend of the
course, students can clearly explain thelaws govening the physcal realm, doaument
thar work in detailed lab reports, and design and carryout safe and informative laboratory
projects and experiments.

7™ Grade Spanish

This groupis at an intense stage of languaye learning. They have built up a subgantial
vocabulary, investigated sentence structure and practiced verb conjugdion. Students
now review wha they have learned and explore more verbs verb conjugdaions and
complex sentences. Spanish is spoken in the classroom for indructiond purposes and
used by students during performance-based projects and skits. Service projects and
interaction with the Hispanic community provide experiences to bolster classroom
learning.

The curriculum provides a founddion in the 5 C8 of the Nationd Standads for foreign
languayeingrudion:
¥ Communicationin thetarget languaye



Connectionswith other disciplines

Comparisonstha developindghtinto the nature of language and culture
Cultural experiences

Communities Dstudents learn how to communicate in a multilingud community

K K K K

Students receive forma languaye training and explore othe cultures and counties
throughthe use of multi-media. Ther undestanding is at the stage where they can grasp
the ideas being portrayed by naive speskers, and they are starting to read simple
passages in Spanish.  This group uses the jExprésate! Level 1 textbook by Holt as well
as the on-linetextbookto complete homework assignments. The Holt program is unique
because it integrates on-line learning and has native speakers introdudng new concepts
and vocabulary for each chapter.

8™ Grade Spanish

At this level students are very familiar with the soundsof the Spanish languaye They
have done extensive cultural explorations and have a working undestanding of the
spoken and written language They are able to have convasationsin Spanish on severa
subjects and can write short essays. Classes reinforce wha they have aready learned in
order to build confidence. Spanish is used more often for communication, and students
roundout this year of Spanish with a solid undestanding of the present tense, the simple
future, and informal and formal commands

The curriculum provides a founddion in the 5 C8 of the Nationd Standads for foreign
languayeingrudion:

Communication in thetarget languaye

Connectionswith other disciplines

Comparisonstha developindghtinto the nature of language and culture

Cultural experiences

Communities Bstudents learn how to communicate in a multilingud community

KK KK K

Students at this level receive formal language training and explore other cultures and
counties throughthe use of multi-media. Ther level of undestanding is such tha they
can pick out meaningsin convesations with naive speakers, work througha news article
and undestand the message of the article with some hdp from a dictionay. This group
finishes the jExprésate! Level 1 textbook and reads articles from the Spanish section of
the Daily Planet, @ommunicandonosO

7™ and 8" Grade Visual Art

Art isaprocess tha requires the combination of learned technical skills and the ability to
think creatively and conceptudly. Students have the oppotunity to despen ther
paticular artistic interests by exploring a variety of disciplines. With avariety of artistic
mediatha matches ther interests and skills, students can find an avenuetha individudly
sutes their emotiond and technical level of meaningful communication.

Visud art isavital elementin the development of the academic and creative mind at the
middle schoollevel. Throughtheactionsof daly rituds, artistic GnissiongO(ingead of



Gissignmentsq) and sketchbookexercises, the program is focused on the process of
making art rather than thefind produd. Studentswill paticipaeinforma andinformal
critiques of ther work in theinterest of undestanding @owGand GvhyGindividuds work
in specific ways, notto compare and see who is the bestQ Discussion will facilitate the
formulation of persond preference and opinionin relation to appreciation and historical
study, as well as alowing for the development of an Gt dialectO

The 7" and 8" grade artists begin ther year with observationd drawingsof theworld
immediately aroundthem here at school and on experientia trips Building on previous
expeience, daly rituds and condant observation, students develop ther technical skills
througha variety of media. They also increase ther knowedgeof techniques, two and
three dimensgond work, artistic style, and art history throughdrawing, panting,
printmaking, clay formation and photography. Emphasisis placed on design elements, art
prinaples, observationd skills, creative problem solving, and origind thought Art
history, criticism, and aesthetics are integral parts of each lesson. Sketchbook
assignments in and out of class providetechnical practice, ideagenerationand
preparation for class projectymissions

7™ and 8™ Grade Music

Taking advantage of the Rock and Roll Academy studio space, the students have the
chanceto play all theingruments and carve out their own creative space. A Qearn by
doingQGepproach encourages students to share ther knowledgewith each other,
completing the essential loop of trueundeastanding. We continueour cultural and
historical approach to learning American musc, coming to recognize major contributors
and significant stylistic periods We then bring this undestanding, feel and techniquefor
themusc into peformance andfeel the power and creative joy of making and sharing
this musc. Students commonly perform variousmuscal selectionson avariety of
ingruments ganing invduable mudcal experience as well as experiencing theteamwork
required to succeed in a performance ensemble.

7™ and 8" Grade Physical Education

Thegod of the seventh and eighth grade physca education program isto provide
students with physcally enhancing and rewarding experiences outdoors that contribute to
alifetime of hedlthy and active endeavors. Students focuson building generd fitness and
coordination to improve athleticism. Soundwork ethic and sportsmanship is expected
and graded. Seventh and eighth graders play sports such as soccer, ultimate
frisbee/frisbee golf, dodgdvdl, and track with a shift in emphasis to the physca training
aspects of becoming successful athletes. Students use the skills and conoepts of heart rate
monitoring, student-led yogaand stretching, breathing, warm-up and cool-down and
endurance to encouragethe synthesis of mind and body. Students train for winter sports
throughagility and strength exercises. Classes take place onthe Lawson Hill field
throughoutthe school year and in classrooms when weather dictates. Like all disciplines
at the Telluride Mountain School, students are expected to uphod the core values of
responsbility, respect, integrity, and love of learning.






